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live and, therefore, we don’t 
know how long the survivor 
will live after the death of the 
pensioner. (The need for life 
insurance is eliminated with 
a monthly pension.)

3. In a bear market, the sur-
vivor either has to reduce his/
her regular monthly withdraw-
al or sell investments (live off 
capital). (With a monthly pen-
sion, the survivor gets the same 
amount regardless of the direc-
tion of the investment markets.)

The Employee Retirement 

Income Security Act (ERISA) 
mandates a pension option of 50 
percent for the significant other. 
The election of any other option, 
including no option (maximum), 
must be approved by the signif-
icant other. This is the way to 
force the significant other into 
the decision-making process.

With that being said, ERI-
SA applies to private plans. It 
has no application to govern-
mental plans. The public pen-
sioner is free to elect any op-
tion or no option (maximum) 
and the significant other has 
absolutely no legal recourse.

In my opinion, state law 
should conform to the ERISA 
standard when it comes time 
for the pensioner and the signif-
icant other to consider an option 
for the protection of the signifi-
cant other. Again, the pensioner 
is protected for life. It should be 
the sole decision of the signifi-
cant other to waive the protec-
tion of a survivor option. 

Mr. Frank is a fee-only Retire-
ment Financial Planner and a 
retired city high school Teacher of 
Accounting. He can be reached by 
phone at (732) 536-9472, or via 
email at rollover@optonline.net.
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promoted to Inspector. She 
joined the department in July 
1987. She has also command-
ed IAB Groups 27 and 53, and 
served as executive officer of 
IAB Resources and Transit 
District 2. 

Reymundo Mundo, command-
er of the 34th Precinct, is the 
third new Inspector.  He joined 
the NYPD in April 1997. He 
has also commanded PSA 5 and 
the Transit Bureau Manhattan 
Task Force, and been executive 
officer of Transit District 3. 

Uniformed Promotions

Deputy Inspector: Brian 
J. Bohannon, Dominick S. Co-
lasuonno, William T. Kivlehan 
and  Oliver M. Pufolkes. 

Lieutenant: Michael J. Ali-
seo, Hameed A. Assaidi, Antho-
ny M. Battaglia, Christopher D. 
Bivona, Timothy P. Brovakos, 
Emmanuel J. Cabreja, Steven D. 
Cameron, Yesenia Castano, Sta-
cey E. Coulter, John G. Dasaro, 
Gerardo Decaro, Michael J. Fed-
ele, Kenneth O. Fernandez, Kev-
in J. Finegan, Rennae S. Francis, 
Michael S. Gaon, Estefany Gar-
cia, Jose M. Gautreaux, Yasmin 
Q. Hicks, Steven J. Hyland, An-
selmo Ioele, Justin J. Kelly.

Also, Robert B. King, Ken-
neth Kong, Taiyuen Lee, Angel 
W. Leon, Kerion N. Mathison, 
Giovanni Mattera, Dennis G. 
Maxim, Larry Meyers, Casey 
A. Morgan, Anderson Ortiz, 

Mohamadyah Patwekar, Jer-
emy R. Pohl, Martin Potoma, 
Buxton J. Pryor, Favio R. 
Quizhpi, Zaka Rehman, Craig 
A. Roach, Daniel L. Sarasy, 
Shazad A. Shigri, Donald A. 
Stewart, Katherine Taveras, 
Christopher T. Trinchese, An-
gel L. Vasquez, Daniel A. Wea-
dock, Karolina T. Wierzchows-
ka, Andy F. Wong, Timothy E. 
Wong and Mobeen Yasin.

Sergeant: Anthony J. Alberti, 
Asad U. Anwar, John P. Basciano, 
Robert S. Bellantonio, Thomas J. 
Bilach, Kevin Blanding, Mark 
Boyle, Christopher P. Caminiti, 
Angelica M. Casilimas, Monica 
Chong, Mark C. Competello, Jo-
seph R. Corrado, John J. Coyle, 
Harry Delacruz, Jared R. Dela- 
ney, Raquel A. Duarte, Michael 
P. Dunigan, Richard D. Finkel-
stein, Denis Fitzgerald, Kevin P. 
Foley, Steven J. Fornatale, Vin-
cent J. Giambalvo, Michael P. 
Goggins, Gabrielle M. Haskins, 
Ioannis Hatjopoulos.

Also,  Robert T. Hyland, Jairo 
A. Jimenez, Larry M. Jimenez, 
Kevin P. Kouroupos, David 
A. Lamarre, Peter L. Litra, 
Scott R. Longmaid, Augustin 
S. Louissaint, David S. Marti-
nez, Terrance J. McAvoy, Nick 
Milentijevic, William T. Morris, 
Anthony J. Nevandro, Kevin J. 
Noonan, Paul G. Pereyera, Nich-
olas J. Regina, Mayky N. Santos, 
Timothy D. Shortell, Carlos Y. 
Tejada, Bryan J. Vaughan, An-
thony Vazquez, Joseph C. Vella, 
Andrey Vishnevskiy and Sidd 
Yousafzai.

Detective First Grade: Jo-
seph G. Callahan, Steven F. Co-
han, William Gonzalez, Roberto 
A. Guaba, Michael T. Hennessy, 
Annemarie T. Murphy, Paul R. 
Perodin and Francisco Vega.

Detective Second Grade: 
Wilfred A. Atkinson, Sean J. 
Daly, Malcolm C. Danzinger,  
John O. Gamble, Robert E. Gas-
peri, Shawn Hansen, Sherwin 
Ifill, Michelle Martinez, William 
G. Maye and Nelson D. Vergara.

Civilian Promotions

Associate Supervisor of 
School Security Level I: 
Charise I. Jackson.

Associate Traffic En-
forcement Agent Level III: 
MaryAnn Calderon, Jennifer 
J. Latty and Domingo Tejada.

Certified IT Administra-
tion (LAN/WAN) Level IV: 
Umang Sharma.

Criminalist Level 1B: Ste-
phen N. Byrne.

Deputy Director: Richard 
Catalano.

Principal Administrative 
Associate Level I:  Karamjit 
K. Parmar.

Principal Police Commu-
nications Technician Level 
II: Maryum S. Long.

Stationary Engineer: Mi-
chael V. Ippolito.

Supervising Police Com-
munications Technician: 
Karen M. Fentress.

Supervisor of School Se-
curity: Eufemia A. Gutierrez. 

Police Promotions Heavy on Sgts., Lieuts.
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Mr. Hoyt, who is 56 and mar-
ried, left his job with the EDC 
shortly  before Ms. Cater, 51, 
filed her suit. At the time, state 
investigators were looking into 
their relationship. An Assem-
bly Member before Mr. Cuomo 
appointed him to the EDC post 
in 2011, he is now a lobbyist.

Mr. Hoyt’s attorney, Mark 
Glaser, said, “We are pleased 
that JCOPE found no evidence 
that Mr. Hoyt abused his pub-
lic position, or used his official 
position to extort any sexual 
favors.”

Ms. Cater’s attorney, Paul 
Liggieri, said in a statement 
that she “maintains the verac-
ity of her claims as alleged in 
her Federal complaint, and we 
look forward to proceeding with 
the case in court.”

‘Far from Independent’

He continued, “Ms. Cater 
felt a lack of confidence in the 
JCOPE process because they 
are far from an independent 
board.” 

Mr. Cuomo appoints six of the 

14 members of the commission, 
including the Chairman; the 
rest are chosen by legislative 
leaders. Critics say the last few 
Executive Directors have been 
close to Mr. Cuomo, including 
Mr. Agata, who worked as Act-
ing Counsel to the Governor.

“The real problem here is 
that JCOPE can’t be trusted,” 
said Zephyr Teachout, a Dem-
ocratic candidate for Attorney 
General who picked up a sur-
prisingly-high 34 percent of 
the vote opposing Mr. Cuomo 
in the 2014 gubernatorial pri-
mary. “When you can’t trust 
the watchdog body, then that 
actually hurts the public.” She 
called on Mr. Agata to resign.

“We are shocked, shocked 
that an ethics board Andrew 
Cuomo created found Andrew 
Cuomo’s appointee innocent,” 
said a spokeswoman for ac-
tress/activist Cynthia Nixon, 
who is opposing Mr. Cuomo in 
the Democratic primary.

‘He Doesn’t Listen’

“Once again, it’s proven that 
Cuomo does not listen to wom-
en within his administration 

who are crying for help when 
it comes to sexual harass-
ment,” said Dutchess County 
Executive Marc Molinaro, 
the Republican nominee to 
challenge Mr. Cuomo for the 
governorship. 

“The nearly all-male body 
cannot credibly investigate or 
draw conclusions about what 
did and did not happen in the 
Hoyt case,” Susan Lerner, ex-
ecutive director of the watch-
dog group Common Cause 
New York, said in a statement. 

“Nor is the victim’s lack of 
cooperation an indication of 
guilt; more likely a lack of con-
fidence in the process. Unfor-
tunately this leaves the public 
without a reliable resolution to 
this persistent problem.”

“The Joint Commission on 
Public Ethics was created as 
part of a political deal,” said 
Bair Horner of the New York 
Public Interest Research 
Group. “It’s a political creature. 
In many ways it’s answerable 
to those who appoint it... Since 
it’s directly appointed by the 
people it regulates, it has an 
inherent conflict of interest, an 
inherent flaw.”

Hoyt Beats Sex-Harassment Rap
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Even more significant, the 
Chair of the Council’s Com-
mittee on Oversight and In-
vestigations is skeptical about 
whether Federal oversight 
will bring meaningful change.

“NYCHA has a Federal 
monitor on mold. Has that im-
proved mold conditions at the 
Authority?” he said.

Though the city agreed to the 
oversight in 2013, since then 
mold-growth complaints have 
increased, the U.S. Attorney’s 
complaint noted. In 2016, there 
were 28,000 calls about mold.

Mr. Torres said he was sup-
portive of the streamlined 
process provided in Gover-
nor Cuomo’s executive order. 
Though he said that he doubt-
ed the effectiveness of a state 
monitor, the Governor’s plan 
would have granted NYCHA 
design-build authority, which 
would allow it to speed up 
repairs.

‘Need Money, Structure’

“Without a streamlined pro-
cess, my fear is that it will be 
business as usual at NYCHA,” 
he said. “What’s needed is more 
money and more structure, not 
a monitor.”

NYCHA, which has $25 bil-
lion in capital needs, has under-
gone several leadership chang-
es, most notably last month’s 
resignation of Chair Shola 
Olatoye, who faced months 
of scrutiny after admitting 
late last year that she falsely 
reported that the agency con-
ducted thousands of lead-paint 
inspections. Veteran municipal 

executive Stanley Brezenoff is 
serving as Interim Chair, while 
former Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development 
executive Vito Mustaciuolo 
took over for Michael Kelly as 
General Manager.

What Did Glen Know?

Mr. Torres said that the new 
leadership needs breathing 
room to make changes. One 
“glaring omission” in the re-
port, he noted, was what role 
Deputy Mayor for Housing and 
Economic Development Alicia 
Glen, who met with Ms. Olatoye 
on a regular basis, played in the 
false certifications.

“It is inconceivable that the 
former Chair would have filed 
a false certification without no-
tifying City Hall first,” he said.

The Federal complaint 
slammed the HA for putting 
children in jeopardy, noting 
that 19 children living in public 
housing had elevated blood-lead 

levels, and suggesting that fig-
ure might be far higher because 
just half of children under three 
across the city were tested. 
Long-term exposure to lead is 
particularly hazardous to chil-
dren under 6, who can develop 
serious health problems.

‘Lied and Endangered’

Equally disturbing to Mr. 
Torres was the toxic culture 
within NYCHA management 
described in the report, in-
cluding allegations that staff 
turned off water before HUD 
inspections to hide leaky pipes 
and created “how-to” guides so 
employees could cover up un-
sanitary conditions.

“Not to mention the lies 
about compliance,” he said. 
“There’s nothing worse than 
your government lying, and 
there’s nothing worse than 
your government endanger-
ing health and safety, and 
here, the city did both.”

Torres: Mayor Disingenuous on HA

MAYOR DE BLASIO: ‘The 
right thing to do.’

SHOLA OLATOYE: Did she 
consult Glen before lying?
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“I wish to extend my sincer-
est condolences” to the “fam-
ily for their recent loss,” Mr. 
Miller said in a statement. “As 
there are two ongoing investi-
gations into the circumstances 
that led to Ms. Wilson’s death, 
I wish to reserve judgment 
until the findings of those in-
quiries become known.”

He continued, “However, 
I’m deeply troubled by the 
sequence of events witnessed 
during those fateful hours. It’s 
apparent that the severity of 
Ms. Wilson’s condition was 
not properly acknowledged by 
her co-workers, which left her 
exposed to grave danger. Re-
gardless of duty or function, 
the need for safety in every 
workplace is paramount, and 
when an incident occurs there 
must be accountability.”

Drinking There Tolerated

“This case raises serious con-
cerns as to how Ms. Wilson’s 
health was handled when she 
became unconscious at work, 
which ultimately led to her 
death,” said Charlene Ober-
nauer, executive director for the 
New York Committee for Occu-
pational Safety and Health. “A 
thorough investigation is essen-
tial to ensuring that a tragedy 
like this never happens again.”

A WPIX report last week 
included observations from a 
DCAS employee, with experi-
ence in the Queens Courthouse, 
whose identity was masked 
by the television station but is 
known to this newspaper. He 
said Ms. Wilson’s story “was not 

shocking” because “it was not 
an isolated incident. There have 
been instances in that same 
courthouse where employees 
have been intoxicated and the 
agency did not follow proper 
policy and procedure.”

DCAS, State Not Talking

DCAS declined comment on 
those allegations. 

“We are not part of the 
DCAS investigation. We have 
provided them with all eviden-
tiary material that they have 
requested from us,” a spokes-
man for the state court sys-
tem said in a statement. “The 
incident happened during an 
overnight film shoot and not 
regular court hours. As you 
know, New York City owns and 
maintains the court buildings 
within the City and is the pri-
mary custodian during non-
court hours.”

Christina Almonte, the old-
est of Ms. Wilson’s four children, 

was horrified by the video. “I 
just don’t understand what was 
on the minds of her co-workers,” 
she said in phone interview. “If 
my mom was intoxicated, her 
co-worker/supervisor handled 
the situation completely wrong 
because there were other ways: 
calling 911—how about calling 
her kids? They had me as an 
emergency contact number on 
file. Why didn’t they call?”

‘Death Was Preventable’

Ms. Wilson’s family has re-
tained an attorney.

“What is at stake is justice for 
Carolina Wilson and closure for 
her family,” said the attorney,  
Patrick Foster. “The family de-
serves to know all the facts that 
led to their loved one’s death, 
and whether her death should 
have been prevented.  We are 
still in the early stages of our 
investigation.  However, based 
upon the known facts, Mr. Wil-
son’s death was preventable.”

Miller Laments Court Worker’s Death

CAROLINA WILSON: Mys-
tery surrounds her death.

CHARLENE OBERNAUER: 
Thorough probe essential.
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A STREET NAME AT THE CORNER OF PRIDE AND SORROW: The children of Emergency Med-
ical Technician Yadira Arroyo, who was fatally struck by her own ambulance after it was 
commandeered by a man with a history of schizophrenia last year, hold a replica of the 
street sign renaming the intersection of Boston Rd. and East 169th St. in The Bronx in her 
memory during a June 15 ceremony.

Current Pension Topics


