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agents discovered in a locked 
safe “a vast trove of lewd 
photographs” as well as com-
pact discs of what appeared 
to be pictures of nude under-
age girls.

Mr. Epstein is a registered 
sex offender as a result of his 
Florida conviction.

In February, Federal Judge 
Kenneth A. Marra ruled that 
the 2008 agreement exe-
cuted by Mr. Acosta as U.S. 
Attorney broke Federal law 
because prosecutors failed 
to notify dozens of victims of 
Mr. Epstein’s crimes when 
he granted lawyers’ request 
to put the deal under court 
seal before the plea deal was 
signed off on by the courts.

Misled Victims

Judge Marra ruled in the 
case, brought by two victims 
under the Federal Crime 
Victims’ Act, that Mr. Acos-
ta’s office intentionally mis-
led the victims that there 
was still an ongoing crim-
inal probe after they had 
inked the sealed deal with 
Mr. Epstein.

That plea deal required 
only that Mr. Epstein and 
four co-conspirators plead 
guilty to two state prosti-
tution charges in exchange 
for receiving immunity from 
far more serious Federal 
charges.

“Epstein used paid em-
ployees to find and bring 
minor girls to him,” Judge 
Marra wrote in his decision. 

“Epstein worked in concert 
with others to obtain mi-
nors, and not only for his 
own sexual gratification, but 
also for the sexual gratifica-
tion of others.”

The Epstein controversy 
surfaced during Mr. Acosta’s 
Senate confirmation hear-
ing in February 2017.

In a July 8 editorial, the 
Miami Herald, whose in-
vestigative reporting on the 
case Mr. Berman credited 
with “assisting” prosecu-
tors, repeated its call for Mr. 
Acosta’s resignation.

The paper’s series enti-
tled “Perversion of Justice” 
reported that Mr. Acosta 
met privately with Mr. Ep-
stein’s legal team more than 
a decade ago, and that as a 
result of the deal, Mr. Ep-
stein was sentenced to just 
13 months in a county jail, 
from which he was granted 
daily work release and al-
lowed to “travel to New York 
and his private island in the 

Caribbean during his subse-
quent house arrest.”

 ‘Shocks the Conscience’

The most controversial 
aspect of the 2008 deal, 
which Mr. Epstein’s lawyers 
insist was signed off on at 
the highest level of the Bush 
Administration Justice De-
partment, was that by per-
mitting him to plead to just 
state prostitution charges, 
it failed to hold him to ac-
count for sexually exploit-
ing scores of underage girls 
on a scale that Mr. Berman 
told reporters “shocks the 
conscience.”

The current prosecution 
is being handled by Mr. 
Berman’s Public Corruption 
Unit, with assistance from 
the NYPD’s Child Exploita-
tion and Human Trafficking 
Task Force.

At back-to-back court 
hearings, Mr. Epstein’s le-
gal team accused Federal 

prosecutors of improperly 
trying to get a “do-over” be-
cause DOJ prosecutors had 
erred in their failure to no-
tify victims of the 2008 plea 
deal.

Mr. Berman told reporters 
that the Southern District of 
New York had no part in the 
2008 immunity deal that 
was brokered by Mr. Acosta 
and was free to pursue the 
case.

There is no statute of 
limitations for certain sex 
crimes.

Attorney David Boies, 
who represents five alleged 
victims in the Epstein case, 
said in an interview out-
side the courthouse, “This 
is an incredible big step to-
wards getting justice for the 
many victims of the Epstein 
sex-trafficking operation”

He added that his clients 
“have been subject to years 
of verbal abuse which com-
pounded the sexual abuse 
by Mr. Epstein and his 
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PRESIDENT TRUMP: Defend-
ed ‘excellent’ appointee.

NANCY PELOSI: Wanted La-
bor Secretary gone.

A DANGEROUS SENSE OF ENTITLEMENT: Attorney David Boies, who represents several 
alleged victims of Jeffrey Epstein, said of the evidence against him that ‘to have kept all 
of those nude photographs of girls is in my mind incomprehensible. What it does show is 
how much he thought he was above the law, and he wasn’t worried about it.’
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enablers who have tried to 
attack their credibility, un-
dermine their testimony—
and this is an extremely 
important vindication.”

The disclosure that Mr. 
Epstein was still in pos-
session of naked photos of 
“apparently underage girls” 
caught Mr. Boies by surprise. 
“That somebody that knows 
he is subject to discovery to 
have kept all of those nude 
photographs of girls is in 
my mind incomprehensible. 
What it does show is how 
much he thought he was 
above the law, and he wasn’t 
worried about it,” he said.

should be able to call any 
Democrat a liar, or even call 
any statement by a Demo-
crat a lie, not after the Wash-
ington Post has documented 
that President Trump has 
uttered more than 10,000 
falsehoods and counting. 
Democrats should just re-
spond with raucous laughter 
anytime someone like Sen-
ator Mitch McConnell (who 
hopefully will no longer be a 
Senator after his term ends, 
also in January 2021) com-
plains of a moral or ethical 
flaw in a Democrat.

Democrats in Congress 
and the Democratic voters 

Continued from Page 12 should dump anyone in their 
ranks who is corrupt, but 
the Republicans no longer 
have the right to criticize 
any misconduct by a Demo-
cratic President or any Dem-
ocratic official. Like it or not, 
divisiveness will be a lasting 
part of the fabric of America 
for the foreseeable future.

We Democrats just have 
to make sure we win all the 
important battles, and with 
our nation approaching 
being a minority-majority 
nation, we may succeed in 
annihilating and eliminat-
ing the monstrous and ab-
horrent Trump (Republican) 
Party. 

MICHAEL J. GORMAN

President Trump July 11 
finally gave up his bid to get a 
citizenship question added to 
the U.S. Census, even while 
ordering Federal agencies to 
mine their databases to try 
to determine how many non-
citizens live in the U.S.

A push by Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross to include 
the question for the first 
time since 1950 had been 
derailed when Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts wrote in a 
majority opinion for the U.S. 
Supreme Court that it would 

not reverse a lower-court 
decision because Mr. Ross’s 
reason for adding it was 
“contrived.” Critics claimed 
the question would reduce 
responses from recent im-
migrants, which would have 
affected both Federal aid and 
the number of congressional 
seats to which states were 
entitled.

The Commerce Secretary 
reluctantly ordered the print-
ing of Census questionnaires 
July 2, but Mr. Trump coun-
termanded him the following 
day, only to decide not to fur-
ther appeal eight days later.

Trump Won’t Appeal Census ‘Citizenship’
By RICHARD STEIER


